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his friend Wilson in Edinburgh in terms of the most abject
despondency. " At this moment," he wrote, " I have not a
place to hide my head in " ; adding, " With a good publisher,
and leisure to premeditate what I write, I might yet literate
myself: after which, having paid everybody, I would slink
into some dark corner, educate my children, and show my
face in the world no more." He lingered on for some time
longer in London; but the same year found him back
again in Grasmere, relieved indeed from his immediate
straits by the generous intervention of his mpther and his
Indian uncle, but uncertain whither he should go next. As
it chanced, it was Edinburgh, after all, that was to be his
destination for the rest of his life ; but this he did not yet
foresee.

After this sketcli of De Quincey's intermittent familiarity
with London and residences in London through the quarter
of a century from 180QT to 1825, it may surprise one to
learn from himself that his entire London life, if all the
constituent portions of it were put together, did not make an
aggregate of more than a year and a half. One suspects a
lapse of memory in the calculation ; or it may be that he
took into account only so much of his intermittent dallyings
with London as lay between 1808, when he left Oxford, and
1825, when he returned to the Lakes disheartened after his
final visit. Certain it is that it is to this stretch of time
that there belong those London literary acquaintanceships of
De Quincey which were most interesting to himself, and his
reminiscences of which he thought it worth while to include
in the series of his autobiographic papers contributed to
Tail's Edinburgh Magazine between 1834 and 1841. They
came into that series in no very studied order, intermixed
with the Lake reminiscences of Wordsworth, Coleridge,
Southey, &c.; but in the present volume they are extricated
from that companionship and put by themselves in seven
successive chapters, in what seems the most natural order of
their subjects. The date and place of the appearance of
each paper will be found duly noted at the commencement
of each ; and it is enough to say here that all the papers are
from Taifz Magazine of the years 1837-1841, with the
single exception of the second article on " Walking Stewart,"